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indeed, from Stubbs's Anatomy of Abuses: So there
were managers, who endeavoured to gratify the po-
pular passion for scenick amusement, by erecting
theatres. But, it is not easy to calculate the number
of playhouses, in those days, nor to ascertain their
sites. It seems, however, certain, that, while the
beams of Shakspeare's sun brightened the stage, there
were seven principal theatres in London, and its
suburbs: The Globe on the Bankside, the Curtain in
Shoreditch, the Red BuK in St. John's Street, and
the Fortune in White-cross Street; the Theatre in
Blackfriers, the Cockpit in Drury Lane, and a more
private playhouse in WMtefriers: Add to these the
several theatres, which had, in the mean time, arisen in.
St. Saviour's parish from this passion of the people,
who laudably preferred the sentimental pleasure of
the drama, to the savage entertainment of bear-
baiting.

But, this preference, which encreased the number
of theatres, gave offence to those, who wished to in-
fluence the people, in their religious opinions, and to
direct them, in their social conduct. A violent out-
cry was, now, raised against the number of play-
houses. Complaints were repeatedly made to the
privy-council '99 of the manifold abuses, that had

9 The vestry of St. Saviour's, Southwark, where so'many play-
houses had been erected, thought fit to order, on the 19th of
July, 1598, " that a petition shall be made to the bodyeofthe
councell, concerning the playhouses in this parish ; wherein the
enormities shall be showed that comes thereby to the parish ; and
that in respect thereof they may be dismissed and put down from
playing: And that iiij or ij of the churchwardens &c. shall present
the cause with a collector of the Borough-side, and another of the
Bankside." As the playhouses were not put down, the same
vestry tried to derive a profit from them, by tything them ; and
on the 28th of March, 1600, " It was ordered, that the church-
wardens shall talk with the players for tithes for their playhouses,
and for the rest of the new tanne houses, near thereabouts within
the liberty of the Clinke, and for-money for the poore according
to the order taken before my Lords of Canterbury, London, and